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" The alumnae house of Vassar Col-
lege, which at one time housed a
. “Princess Oyama Memorial Room,”

a reproduction of Sutematsu’s dor-
mitory room at the college.

Sutematsu as a student at Vassar College, at
a Poughkeepsie photo studio.

The Bacon house. (The New Haven Alice’s mother, Katherine Bacon,
Colony Historical Society Collection) : and her father, Reverend Leonard
Bacon, around 1870.
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Sutematsu as a student at Vassar

College, around 1880, I'he Vassar College class of 1882. Class president and valedictorian Sutematsu is

scated in the fourth row, fifth from left. (Vassar Specdial Collections)




Sutematsu in her finery, about to
attend a ball at the Rokumeikan,
around 1888.

Sutematsu as a Vassar graduate, at a New York Sutematsu in court robes, about to pay
photo studio in 1882. an obligatory visit to the Imperial Palace
shortly after returning to Japan in 1883.

Iwao Oyama as a student © Pance lessons at the Rokumeikan. (iisiamsimiipyammstmmme,
in France, around 1872. . Watanabe Woodblock Art Gallery)
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Commemorative photo of the Meiji Emperor’s visit to the newly built

Oyama family house in Tokyo in 1890.

Sutematsu holding her first son, around 1886.
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Sutematsu with Alice Bacon during her visit to
Japan to help establish the Joshi Eigakujuku
(English school for girls), in 1900. From left:
Umeko, Alice, Shigeko, and Sutematsu.

A Japanese-made silk photo stand showing the Oyamas,
found in the home of Alfred Bacon, Alice’s nephew.

Sutematsu around 1900 (forty years ol

)

During the Russo-Japanese War, 1905: An article in the

The World Magazine describing Sutematsu’s and Shigeko’s
activities for the war cause.





























































150 UNEXPECTED DESTINATIONS

had passed since she had returned to Japan, determined to spend
her life in the service of women's education.

The Flower of

the Rokumeikan

THE OPENING OF
THE ROKUMEIKAN PAVILION

pproximately a month after the
wedding, the couple were hosts
of a reception at the newly renovat-
ed Rokumeikan guest house in
Tokyo. Sutematsu was the
perfect hostess, coping with
the thousand guests at the
Western-style event with
seemingly effortless grace,
and in a single evening she
earned herself a place among
the leading lights of high
society. American reporter John Dwight described the occasion as
follows:

The wedding was Japanese and no foreigners were invited,
but directly afterward, on the 12th of December, 1883, Min-
ister of War and Countess Oyama gave a ball to celebrate the
event.
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242 UNEXPECTED DESTINATIONS

her rank rrequired her to occupy an expensive box and give
handsome fees to the attendants. She agreed fo go with us
one night “incognito,” thinking she would not be recognized
in the background of our little box, but before the perfor-
mance was over the proprictor and his wife appeared, proy-
trating themselves at her feet, protesting their horror that they
had not done proper honor to so lofty a personage, who
should have had the best place in their humble thearer, erc.
Madame Ovyama was half amused and half distressed but she
wotild not go with us again.
(Vassar Quarterly, July 1919)

That artless young girl happily jumping off bridges and climb-
ing trees in New Haven, who on retumning to Japan found herself
50 bound by convention and tradition that she forgot what it was
like to laugh for more than a moment—whose heart would not go
out to her? It ‘was to be many years before Japan was prepared to
allow ‘women like Sutematsu to express themselves freely without
fear of censure.
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